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Ireland, and became Sir Samuel Hayes, a Baronet. He
died a few years since.

Early in the year 1775 a very extraordinary cause that
had been eleven years depending in the Court of Exchequer,
my father being the Complainant's Solicitor, came to a final
hearing. The parties were Messrs. John and William
Chaigneau, brothers, and Army agents, residing in Dublin,
and General Strode, Colonel of the 62nd regiment of Foot,
These three gentlemen had long lived upon habits of the
greatest intimacy and friendship with each other, the
Colonel appointing Chaigneau his agent the hour ho obtained
the command of a regiment. The General was by nature
extremely indolent, and although parsimonious to a degree
that sometimes got him into disgrace, yet ho could scarcely
ever be persuaded to look into an account. His regimental
accounts therefore went on from year to year, the agents
once a year striking a balance, and frequently urging him
to examine and sign them. His answer always was ho was
confident they were correct, and he would subscribe his
name to each year. Still he neglected doing so. At length
the Chaigneaus, being about to take a young gentleman into
partnership, it became requisite that all old accounts should
be previously closed. A regular and formal application was
therefore made to the General, with fresh copies of each
balance sheet, the years being kept quite distinct with the
votichers for each in a separate parcel, that the General might
refer thereto with the least posBible trouble to himself. He
sot about the examination with much ill will, and greatly
offended at the agents pressing for a settlement,

In the whole of the voluminous accounts for a period of
twenty odd years not a single error or cause of complaint
appeared, which, instead of satisfying and pleasing the
Commander, as it certaihly ought to have done, increased
his ill temper. He swore there mmt be a thousand im-
proper entries, and he would go over and over again until
ha ascertained them. At last he pitched upon ono item of
ninety pounds in the off reckoning account as an over-
charge. The Agents mildly endeavoured to convince him